WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP MUA
April 7, 2010
The Regular Meeting of the W.T.M.U.A. was called to order at 7:35 p.m. on April 7, 2010.
Adequate notice of this meeting of the W.T.M.U.A. was given to the Observer Tribune and the Hunterdon County
Democrat on March 4, 2010. Notice was also posted on the Municipal Building Bulletin Board.
Members Present:
Alt. Members Present:
Members Absent:
Alt. Members Absent:
Township Liaison Present:
Township Liaison Absent:

Messrs.
Messrs.
Messrs.
Messrs.
Messrs.
Messrs.

Akin, Napolitano , Cullen
Kramer*
Strawn
Popper
Harmon

Staff Members Present: Executive Director (E.D.) Costic, Secretary Waller, Attorney Gregory
*arrived at 8:07 pm
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES FOR MARCH 15, 2010 REGULAR MEETING
Motion was made by Mr. Cullen and seconded by Mr. Napolitano that the March 15, 2010 Regular Meeting
Minutes be approved with the following change. On page three of the Meeting Minutes, the fifth sentence will
read as follows: “A request to limit the agenda for the second monthly meeting to spill-over items from the first
monthly meeting.” Motion was carried by the following vote:
AYES:
Messrs.:
Akin, Napolitano, Cullen
NAYS:
Messrs.:
None
ABSTAIN:
Messrs.:
None
PAYMENT OF BILLS – 3/1/10 – 3/31/10 - CHECK REGISTER
Motion was made by Mr. Cullen, and seconded by Mr. Napolitano, that the payments of bills are approved on the
signature of the proper official. Motion was carried by the following vote:
AYES:
Messrs.:
Akin, Napolitano, Cullen
NAYS:
Messrs.:
None
ABSTAIN:
Messrs.:
None
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BILLING ADJUSTMENTS - DECEMBER 2010
Motion was made by Mr. Cullen, and seconded by Mr. Napolitano, that the Billing Adjustments for February
2010 be approved as presented. Motion was carried by the following vote:
AYES:
Messrs.:
Akin, Napolitano, Cullen
NAYS:
Messrs.:
None
ABSTAIN:
Messrs.:
None
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OPEN TO THE PUBLIC - 7:46 PM
Mr. Schmidt asked if the rates will continue to increase at the same large rate as the few prior years. The Board
advised that the last two years rate have been raised when in the prior nine (9) year period there were no increases
due to connection fees funding capital improvements. Now that development in the Township has reduced to a
minimal amount each year, rates needed to increase to maintain expenses and improvements. Rates for 2010 were
raised at an average 3%. Mr. Schmidt was concerned that he is paying the same sewer bill as the Township
restaurants. It was clarified that commercial establishments pay multiple EDU’s (Equivalent Dwelling Units)
based on their usage. All residents pay one (1) EDU, so the restaurant doesn’t pay the same amount as the
residents.
Another question that raised was how does the sewage travel to the plant in the middle of Long Valley. The
Board advised that there is a second plant on top of the mountain to serve the residents in that area.
Mr. Schmidt was interested in the impact of the new golf course and its impact on the MUA water supply. The
MUA does not have any wells in the area. Additionally testing was done on the water source for the golf course
and there was no impact on the MUA wells.
CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC - 8:03 PM
LEGISLATIVE ACTION - NJ ASSEMBLY BILLS
A memo, written by MUA Attorney, will be distributed when finalized. This memo will outline the impact of
legislative action directing employee benefits and pay limits for municipal and state entities. The MUA will need
to decide what the affect this legislation will have on negotiation with the Employee Association. Three bills
have been passed the mostly affect state employees, but have some provisions in them for the pension system that
will affect MUA employees.
AMENDED MEETING SCHEDULE
It was decided to leave the second monthly meeting schedule as is.
NJ SENATE BILL S1822
If passed, this Bill will require rate increases to be approved by the Board of Public Utilities. Approval would be
require the equivalent of a mini trial. The process may take a considerable amount of time and would be rather
costly. It was suggested that letters be sent to Senator’s about how detrimental this would be to the MUA with
Mr. Akin’s signature. Mr. Costic will write the letter for Mr. Akin’s review and signature.
SCHOOLEY’S MOUNTAIN SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT
The County Ag Board declared that the condemnation paperwork is complete, but a public hearing will take
place, on May 6th, due to the determination that this will adversely affect the public. The State Ag Board has
requested additional information prior to make a determination on the condemnation paperwork. They have been
advised that the County Ag Board has approved the condemnation paperwork and hopefully they will make the
same determination.
WATER RESTRICTIONS
A chart demonstrating the usage rainfall statistics since 2005 was reviewed. It was determined that rainfall data
couldn’t have predicted the water issues that happened in May 2007. Mr. Costic advised that the scenario that
happened in May 2007 was that the pumps could not keep up with the demand for water. There was water
available to pump out of the wells, but pumps couldn’t keep the level in the standpipe level high enough to allow
pressure to pump to all customers on the system .
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One recommendation was to have as few restrictions as possible by removing car wash restrictions and power
washing. The ED advised that the MUA is required, by DEP permits, to have a system in place that enforces
water conservation. Based on this, his recommendation is to include the Long Valley system in restrictions. This
would also allow a reduction in those restrictions.
Motion was made by Mr. Cullen, and seconded by Mr. Napolitano, to apply water restrictions to the Schooley’s
Mountain system only for lawn, landscaping and pools. Motion was carried by the following vote:
AYES:
Messrs.:
Akin, Napolitano, Cullen, Kramer
NAYS:
Messrs.:
None
ABSTAIN:
Messrs.:
None
WATER LEAK POLICY
Mr. Costic and Attorney Gregory will take Mr. Akin’s policy and incorporate the existing Resolution to create a
new Resolution for a vote at the May 5th meeting. Mr. Sica’s leak issue will be reviewed and addressed with this
Resolution. Mr. Costic’s procedure will be reviewed and put in place without Board review.
CLOSED SESSION
RESOLUTION
CLOSED SESSION
No. 10-04-a
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Washington Township Municipal Utilities Authority to discuss a matter
relating to Litigation and Personnel which matter is permitted by Section 7.6 of the Open Public Meetings Act
(Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of the State of New Jersey for 1975) to be discussed in closed session in the absence
of the Public; and
WHEREAS, the Washington Township Municipal Utilities Authority has determined that it is necessary in the
public interest that the matter in fact be discussed in closed session, and has estimated that, as nearly as can be
ascertained, the results of the discussion can be disclosed to the public when formally acted upon.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Washington Township Municipal Utilities Authority, in
the County of Morris and State of New Jersey, that the public be excluded from the closed portion of this meeting,
during which only the aforestated matter will be discussed.
INTRODUCED AND PASSED:
April 7, 2010
Motion was made by Mr. Strawn, and seconded by Mr. Napolitano, to go into Closed Session to discuss Litigation
and Personnel matters. Motion was carried by the following vote:
AYES:
Messrs.:
Akin, Strawn, Napolitano
NAYS:
Messrs.:
None
ABSTAIN:
Messrs.:
None

Motion was made by Mr. Cullen, and seconded by Mr. Napolitano to adjourn the meeting.
AYES:
NAYS:
ABSTAIN:

Messrs:
None
None

Meeting Adjourned:

Akin, Napolitano, Cullen, Kramer

10:53 pm
Respectfully submitted,
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E. Jill Waller
Secretary
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